
 

Montreal, November 2, 2020 BY EMAIL 

 

 

Attention: All 64 Members of the City Council 

 City of Montreal  

 

Subject of e-mail: File #1202968028 "By-law authorizing the occupation of the public domain for the purpose of 

operating 5G telecommunication networks/Agreements with telecommunication companies" 

 

 

Dear City Council Members of the City of Montreal: 

 

At the next City Council Meeting on November 16 or 17, 2020, you will hopefully have the opportunity to object 

and vote on the above-mentioned Notice of Motion (pp. 2214-2353) that was tabled at the Meeting on 

October 19, 2020.  

 

As you represent the citizens of Montreal, we would like to bring to your attention the fact that more than 

25,500 people have signed the French and English petitions 5G in Montreal: one G too many, calling for 

a moratorium on the deployment of the 200 antennas of the 5G Urban Lab project as part of the "Smart City" 

concept. 

 

The signatories demand that the City of Montreal give up its 5G Urban Lab because of the health risks it poses 

to workers and residents, particularly for those suffering from Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity Syndrome. 

Indeed, decades of independent scientific studies (not funded by the telecom industry) show that radio 

frequencies have harmful effects on human biology, fauna and flora. In fact, they are classified as a 

contaminant in the Quebec Environment Quality Act. Studies by the National Toxicology Program and the 

Institut Ramazzini have provided evidence of a link between this exposure and certain types of cancer.  

 

Stop 5G Montreal is committed to carrying the democratic expression of the voices of these signatories and 

echoes the anguish of people suffering every day from electromagnetic radiation intensified by the ever-

increasing installation of cellular antennas, wireless networks, connected objects, etc., emitting pulsed 

microwaves. Who, other than you, has the power to protect the citizens? 

 

Article 26 of the Montréal Charter of Rights and Responsibilities states that Montreal is committed to: 
"Developing its territory in a safe manner", "Taking measures to ensure citizen security in public spaces" and 
"Protecting people and their property". It seems that no elected official realizes that the invisibility of radio 
frequencies does not make them harmless!  
 
In its brief it submitted to the CRTC on May 15, 2019, the City acknowledges the impacts on the health of 

the citizens and its role in protecting its population:  

 

https://ville.montreal.qc.ca/documents/Adi_Public/CM/CM_ODJ_LPP_ORDI_2020-10-19_13h00_FR.pdf
http://chng.it/8Qq47s5n
http://chng.it/NQ8GYMRn
https://bit.ly/354DcbK
https://www.5gcrisis.com/scientific-studies
https://mdsafetech.org/environmental-and-wildlife-effects/
http://legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/ShowDoc/cs/Q-2
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2018/november1/index.cfm
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935118300367?via%3Dihub
https://bit.ly/34EPZ3I
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/pls/portal/docs/page/prt_vdm_fr/media/documents/2019-07_memoire_de_la_ville-consultation_crtc-15_mai_2019.pdf


Impacts on citizens' health: Municipalities are wondering about the health risks with the advent of 5G 

technology. Namely, could the proliferation of antennas and the use of new radio frequencies pose 

health risks for citizens? p.12 

 

To reach its full potential, 5G will have to use many more antennas than 4G. This is a concern for many 

citizens and it is unthinkable that each Canadian municipality has to take a stand individually. p.12 

 
Municipalities, with their proximity to the particular needs of their citizens, have a role of protector of 
these citizens. They must raise awareness among key stakeholders so that the full impact of 5G 
technology deployments is known and understood by all. p.13 

 
The Public Consultation Report on the Regulation of Telecommunications Antennas recommended to 
the City of Montreal in 2011: 

 
[…] The City should pursue, […] a follow-up mechanism on the exposition levels to radio frequencies, 
of results dissemination and information related to existing antennas. We should particularly make 
known the antennas’ locations and the operators’ identities. The City should also plan, for the new 
antenna installations, a mechanism of information and consultation for the citizens. p.4 
 

As for us, the absence of any study establishing the level of potential health risks for actual 5G real-time traffic, 
the increase in electromagnetic pollution due to the densification of cellphone antennas and the lack of a 
reporting mechanism for citizens to inform the City on the possible harmful effects of 5G antennas are a real 
problem.  
 
In light of all this, can we really conclude that the City of Montreal has done everything in its power to fulfill its 
responsibilities to protect its citizens? We are asking you to take action at the next City Council Meeting, 
to call for a debate and a vote on all these crucial aspects that have been ignored, and to not adopt the By-
Law/Agreement mentioned in the subject line of this e-mail. 
 
The discrimination, physical isolation and social exclusion experienced by people who are intolerant to 
electromagnetic waves (electro-sensitive) will only increase with the densification of antennas. In case you are 
unaware of it, there are people in Montreal who almost always live confined to their homes because the level of 
microwave radiation is unbearable to them.  
 
How can the City of Montreal pretend to be inclusive and fair toward its population when it does not care 

about the harmful effects of this pollutant (invisible but real) on electrosensitive people and all those who call 

for the application of the precautionary principle? Every contaminant has its own toxicity rate in any given 

person: once the toxicity threshold is reached, it is no longer possible for the body to get back to its previous 

ability to tolerate that contaminant. 

 

For all these reasons, we ask you, on behalf of the 25,500 signatories of the petition request that in the 

absence of reliable studies establishing the safety of 5G, the precautionary principle be applied.  

 

Stop 5G Montréal, therefore, respectfully urges you to make heard the voice of those concerned about 

their physical integrity and the precautionary principle to the City Council Meeting of November 16 or 

17, 2020, by objecting the adoption and requesting a debate/vote on File #120296802 “By-law 

authorizing the occupation of the public domain for the purpose of operating 5G telecommunication 

networks / Agreements with telecommunication companies”, and hopefully by voting AGAINST the 

adoption of this by-law. WE ARE NOT GUINEA PIGS. 

 

Thank you for the attention given to our appeal. We will look forward to your response and be available to 

provide you with further information. 

 

https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/patrimoine/details/52327/2098943


The Stop 5G Montreal committee on behalf of its 160 members and the 25,500 signatories of the petition 5G in 

Montreal: one G too many! 

 

Sylvain Laniel 

Mélanie Deit  

Emily Freele 

Elizabeth Van Gulick 

Anne Gagné 

Josée Lacourcière 

Klaus Scherubel 

Gerda Schieder 

Stéphanie Chabot 

Christian Marceau 

Martin Bouchard 

Michelle Daines 

Joey El-Khoury 

Dominic Tambuzzo 

Martin Knowles 

Simon Fleury 

Jean Hudon 

Claire Labrie 

Lucie Fortin 

Andréanne Foucault 

Rajeev Ramtuhol 

Ilona Endischova 

Kathryn Aitken 

Kathleen Jarka 

Al Hayek 

Marthe Tessier 

Michel Mignien 

Bernie Shalinsky 

Patrice Thibault 

Jocelyne Lavoie 

Pascal Gélinas 

Isabelle Hayeur 

Nicolas Syriannis 

Felice Di Paola 

Megan Durnford 

Geraldine Spurr 

Marie-France Thompson 

Jasna Sokolovic 

Greg Linden  

Pierre-Léon Lalonde 


